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• Includes occurrences of childhood 
abuse, neglect, or death of a parent 

• Current discourse from Adult 
Attachment Interview indicates that 
the trauma has not been adequately 
processed, and continues to interfere 
with current functioning

Unresolved trauma in mothers
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AMYGDALA

Relatore
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Figure 5

Trauma was a significant predictor of amygdala response in interaction with identity and affect during the late phase (β trauma x identity x affect = -.76, 95% CI = -1.31 to -.22, z = -2.73, p = .006) Decomposition of the 3-way trauma x identity x affect interaction revealed a simple effect of affect for own infant faces in both no trauma and trauma groups (z = 3.00, p = .003 and z = -2.38, p = .017 respectively), with the direction of the effect reversed in the two groups: whereas mothers with no trauma showed a greater amygdala response to sad than happy own-infant faces, mothers with trauma displayed a blunted amygdala response to their own infants’ sadness compared to happiness (Figure 2). For unknown infant faces, the simple effect of affect was not observed in either the no trauma (z = 1.14, p = .254) or trauma groups (z = 1.10, p = .273). 




• 98% of study mothers with 
addiction problems also had 
unresolved trauma (vs. 67% of 
control group; p<0.001)

Unresolved trauma in 
addicted mothers
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• Randomized controlled trials of 
intranasal oxytocin 
• Mothers with addiction
• Post-natal depression
• Mothers with insecure attachment

Where to from here?
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